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The Antiquary
21 year old, 43%, $100
Rich malt foundation 
for a blend. Seamless 
�avors, great balance, 
and wonderfully 
drinkable. 

The Balvenie Vintage 
Cask
1976 vintage, 53%, $800
Balvenie ages well, as 
this ongoing series 
of vintage releases 
proves. Incredible 
depth and complex-
ity while still tast-
ing quite lively for a 
whisky this old.

Black Bowmore  
1964 vintage, 42 year 
old, 40.5%, $4,500
A legendary 
whisky. �e highest 
rating I’ve ever 
given a whisky. 
Enough said.

White Bowmore  
1964 vintage, 43 year 
old, 42.8%, $6,000
Not quite achiev-
ing the legendary 
status of Black 
Bowmore, but 
this whisky still 

impresses. �ere have been several ultra-
aged, ex-bourbon oak aged Bowmore 
whiskies released over the past decade or 
so. �is one is the best of the bunch.

Brora 
30 year old, 55.7%, $400
Astonishingly fresh 
and clean for 30 
years old. One of the 
best releases from 
a distillery that has, 
sadly, closed. Classic 
Northern Highland 
whisky.

High West  
Rendezvous Rye
Batch No. 10, 46%, $45
A small distiller in Utah 
wants to make his own rye 
whiskey. In the meantime, 
he has bought some stocks 
from other distillers and 
made his own blend. Great 
marriage of bold spice and 
soothing sweetness. 

Jameson Rarest  
Vintage Reserve
2007 Release, 46%, $250
�e top of the 
Jameson Reserve line. 
Partially aged in port 
casks. A silky smooth, 
lush, multifaceted 
Irish whiskey. 

The Last Drop
1960 vintage,  
48 year old, 52%, $2,000
Exotic and mysteri-
ous. Unique too, given 
that it was blended 
at 12 years old and 
then aged in oak again 
for another 36 years 
before being bottled. 

Parker’s Heritage 
Collection 
27 year old, 48%, $200
Proof that ultra-aged 
bourbon doesn’t have to 
be dominated by wood. 
All the depth and com-
plexity you would want 
in a 27 year old bourbon. 
Very bold and dynamic.

Willett Family Reserve, (Barrel #81L31)
25 year old, 45.1%, $175

Surprisingly 
mellow and rath-
er sweet for such 
an old bourbon. 
Great balance 
and perilously 
drinkable.�
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P����� ����� �� ����� ��,  but 
this hasn’t a�ected quality. �is 
past year we were privileged to 
enjoy a �ne range of new whis-
kies. As you might expect, single 
malt Scotch whiskies topped the 
list, given the enormous number of expressions on 
the market. But there was also a good mix from 
all the major whisky categories, with the excep-

tion of Canadian whisky (although 
the new Canadian Club 150th 

Anniversary 30 year old nearly 
made the list). All the whiskies 
listed below were rated 94 points 
or higher in Malt Advocate maga-

zine. Prices range from $45 to $6,000, so there’s a 
whisky for every budget. Products are listed alpha-
betically, by distillery or brand name. –John Hansell


